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Purpose 

Following the pandemic, the Food Standards Agency has produced COVID-19 Local 

Authority Recovery guidance and advice. This requires local authorities to ensure 

that they have documented and approved recovery service plans in place that set 

out how they intend to deliver and resource their planned interventions and other 

activities during the recovery period, up to 2023/24. The purpose of this report is to 

set out the Recovery plan for Gosport’s Food Hygiene Inspection programme. 

Recommendation 

That the Board approves the Food Safety Service Recovery Plan as detailed at 
Appendix A 

 

1.0 Background 
 

1.1 
The Food Standards Agency is responsible for directing, setting and 
monitoring standards and auditing local authorities’ enforcement activities 
in order to ensure that these activities are effective and undertaken on a 
consistent basis and in line with current guidance. Powers enabling the 
Agency to monitor local authorities are contained in the Food Standards 
Act 1999. 

1.2 
The pandemic saw many food premises closed during the various 
lockdowns and some of the premises that were open, were not accepting 
visitors e.g., care homes and schools. In addition, the Environmental 
Health staff that would have been carrying out routine food hygiene 
inspections were engaged in enforcement and educational activities in 
respect of the many Coronavirus regulations that were introduced during 
the course of the pandemic. 

1.3 
This has resulted in most if not all local authorities falling behind on their 
food premises inspection programmes over the last two years. During the 
10 years or so prior to the pandemic, the Authority had achieved very close 
to 100% of its inspection programme each year. 

1.4 
The Food Standards Agency has produced its COVID-19 Local Authority 
Recovery Plan: guidance to local authorities for the period 1 July 2021 to 
2023/24. This plan sets out the expectation on Local Authorities to meet 
various milestone achievements in respect of its Food Safety inspection 



programme during the recovery period up to 2024. 

 

2.0 Report 
 

2.1 
Food Hygiene Inspections are carried out in accordance with the Food Law 
Code of Practice (March 2021), issued by the Food Standards Agency. 

2.2 
Following each inspection, the premises are attributed a Risk Rating Score 
in accordance with Food Law Code of Practice, which determines the 
minimum inspection period before the next inspection.  Premises are 
attributed a risk Category based on the inspection findings, categorised A-
E. This risk category determines the next inspection frequency as follows:- 

A- 6 months 
B- 12 months 
C- 18 months non-compliant (split into sub-categories broadly 

compliant and non-compliant) 
D- 2 years (together with broadly compliant C’s) 
E- No traditional inspection, but intervention of a different type  

2.3 The Food Standards Agency COVID-19 Local Authority Recovery Plan 
sets out the expectation to catch up in each of the categories above by 
defined milestone dates. 

2.4 
 

The Food Safety Service Recovery Plan at Appendix A sets out how 
Gosport’s Food Safety inspection programme is likely to recover based on 
the Agency’s recommendations  

2.5 
The Food Team are able to carry out around 30 food hygiene inspections 
per month. There are 227 premises in Categories A-D outstanding and 
there are 10 months of this financial year to go, so it is anticipated that the 
Food team will “catch up” with the Food Hygiene inspection programme by 
31st March 2023 in line with the Food Standard Agency’s expectations. 
Although it should be noted another infectious disease episode or major 
piece of work such as a prosecution, would make this more difficult given 
the additional strain on resource that would bring.  

 
2.6 A further report will be brought to this Board after the end of the current 

financial year to report on actual progress against the attached recovery 
plan. 

3.0 Risk Assessment 
 

3.1 It is important that the Authority has a published Food Safety Service 
Recovery Plan to demonstrate it can meet the Food Standard Agency’s 
Local Authority recovery expectations 
 
 

4.0 Conclusion 
 

 Except for two periods during complete lockdowns over the last two years 
the Food Team have continued to carry out their functions, albeit under 



difficult circumstances and as a result are in a good position to meet the 
Food Standards Agency Recovery expectations, as detailed in the 
recovery plan detailed at Appendix A. 

 

Financial Services comments: None 

Legal Services comments: Contained within the report 

Equality and Diversity: Contained within Recovery Plan 

Climate Change implications: None 

Crime and Disorder: None 

Service Improvement Plan 
implications: 

The report details the Covid recovery 
arrangements for the Food Safety Service. 

Corporate Plan: As detailed in the report 

Risk Assessment: As detailed in the report 

Background Papers: The Food Standards Agency COVID-19 Local 
Authority Recovery Plan 

Appendices: Appendix A – Food Safety Service Recovery 
Plan 2022/2023 

Report Author/Lead Officer: Ian Rickman 

 

 


